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I Cans for Today:

▹ I can define ‘language’ ‘content’ and ‘culture’ and describe the 
role these three concepts play in lesson planning in the WL 
classroom. 

▹ I can identify and discuss ways in which authentic cultural 
products and practices can be used to teach required language 
& content information.
 

▹ I can implement a low-prep high-impact strategy to incorporate 
language, culture and content into any lesson for learners at 
any proficiency level. 



Language

Content Culture



https://startalk.umd.edu/public/system/files/culturecontentlanguage-at-a-glance.pdf 

https://startalk.umd.edu/public/system/files/culturecontentlanguage-at-a-glance.pdf


Language

Content Culture





Language

Content Culture



Subject / 
Content Area 
Knowledge



Skills & 
Training



New information & 
ideas you want them 
to remember/learn



Background 
Knowledge, Prior 
Learning & Life 
Experiences







Language

Content Cultures







https://www.actfl.org/publications/books-and-brochures/the-keys-planning-learning

https://www.actfl.org/publications/books-and-brochures/the-keys-planning-learning


“AUTHENTIC”



•Authentic for China?

•Authentic for our 

students? – what do 

they eat?

“AUTHENTIC” & PERCEIVED 
AUTHENTICITY





•Authentic for China?

•Authentic for our 

students? – what do 

they eat?

•Authentic for 

Americans? (other 

peoples’ stereotypes 

of us)

“AUTHENTIC” & PERCEIVED 
AUTHENTICITY
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So what does this 
look like in the 

classroom?



Exploratory & Level 1 Topics
● Greetings/Names 
● Colors/Numbers
● Physical Descriptions
● Families
● Dates
● Animals
● Food
● Weather
● Clothing
● Places
● Activities
● Opinions & 

Preferences
● Comparisons



I could teach 
colors  & 
numbers with 
this…(and if 
we’re honest, 
we’ve all done 
it…)

http://www.chiquipedia.com/images/actividades-colorear-numeros-4-p.gif



http://www.thecolor.com/Coloring/frida-kahlo-self-portrait.aspx

...but this is soooo much cooler!!!!!



I can describe the similarities and differences between 
families.



I can describe the similarities and differences 
between families.







Adding “I Cans” 

I can use simple 
sentences to talk 
about the 
______________  I see 
in various pieces of 
art.



Sentence Starters to Scaffold Novice 
Production



What are sentences frames that they would need for this I Can using 
these paintings? What vocab do they need?

I can use simple sentences to talk about foods I like and don’t 

like when I see them in various pieces of art.



These animals are harder…but can be more fun when you give them 
the frames “In my opinion _________” “I like _______ because ______” 



How could you use these 2 paintings in your novice 
classroom ?  



Could we use these to teach numbers?



What letters do you see?  
What shapes, colors, animals?
Do you think there is a connection 
between the images?



What do you see?
What could you teach with a 
text like this?



Intentional 
Use of 
Your Own 
Travel 
Pictures



Hay treinta y seis abanicos en la tienda.

Sí. No.



What yes/no question could you ask your students about 
this image?

Sí. No.



¿Prefieres ir de compras en un mercado o un centro 
comercial?



What either/or question would you use with these 
authentic images?



What open-ended question could you use with this 
image?



What comparison questions could you ask about 
these 2 pictures?



So, to recap...
It’s not about changing what you 

teach…
it’s not even about changing how 

you teach…

 



It’s about reframing your brain to always ask...

Is there a more 
culturally-entrenched and 

relevant way I can have them 
interact with this content? 



Great!
So... How do I do it?



I see…



I wonder…



I think…



Pause

Presence

Proceed
@doriecp











But where do I start?Where do I start?
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